Today's Bee, FYI:
 
          http://www.sacbee.com/2011/12/20/4134435/dyer-mountain-opponents-appeal.html#storylink=misearch
 
 

This story is taken from Sacbee / Our Region / Courts/Legal News
 
Dyer Mountain opponents appeal Lassen County judge's ruling
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SUSANVILLE – Opponents of a controversial four-season resort planned for Dyer Mountain have appealed a January ruling by Lassen Superior Court Judge Donald F. Sokol. 
The 48-page brief, filed by a coalition of environmental groups, claims the development approved by the Lassen County Board of Supervisors violates state environmental regulations and "should be thrown out," said Steve Robinson, executive director of Mountain Meadows Conservancy in Westwood. 
The appeal is the latest legal action involving the Dyer development, planned to accommodate more than 17,000 people on nearly 7,000 acres in rural Lassen County. 
At issue is a 2007 environmental review of the effects of the development, slated to include three golf courses, ski facilities and more than 4,000 homes. 
The study the county supervisors approved violates core principles of state environmental law by dismissing significant potential impacts on population growth, traffic and air quality, said Tom Mooers, executive director of Sierra Watch, a conservation group based in Nevada City. 
In a five-page decision, Sokol ruled in January that the county adequately analyzed these and other effects, including the impacts of climate change. 
The environmentalists' appeal, filed with the 3rd District Court of Appeal in Sacramento, follows an April notice of intent to challenge Sokol's ruling. 
The Dyer development has been mired in bankruptcy, foreclosure and debt since voters countywide overwhelmingly approved a 2000 ballot initiative authorizing zoning designed to allow building on the timbered slopes of Dyer Mountain near Westwood. 
Ownership has changed hands three times and been subject to at least five lawsuits and several court orders. 
The current owner, Dyer Management, owes nearly $1.8 million to the county in past-due property taxes, according to county tax collector records. 
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